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The Red Sea and the Mediterranean–Dead Sea canal project
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Abstract

As a mega-project which will affect the environment, the feasibility of this project must be very thoroughly
studied, especially the changing limnology of the Dead Sea. The amount of the desalinated water produced by this
project might be significant for the region. The saved external sources of energy to produce drinking water in these
projects is between 20% to 30%, only comparing to operation along the sea taking into account the pumping of the
desalinated water to Amman and Hebron. The stratification and dilution of the Dead Sea water mass with seawater
may cause losses for the Dead Sea Works and the Arab Potash Company, precipitation of gypsum and change the
biological environment of the upper water mass.
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1. Introduction

In the framework of the peace treaty between
Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the
integrated development Master Plan for the
Jordan Rift Valley (JRV) was studied in the mid-
1990s. The Red Sea–Dead Sea Canal (RSDSC)
was considered to be one of the most important
potential elements for implementing this Master
Plan. The principal objective of the RSDSC was
to provide desalinated drinking water for the
people of the area [1]. Nowadays the RSDSC is
again on the agenda mainly as an environmental
project.

Contrary to popular belief, Herzl’s plan for
hydroelectricity and Lowdermilk’s plan for irri-
gation were not the first of their kind. The first
proposal for a Mediterranean–Dead Sea Canal
(MDSC) and RSDSC was aired some 50 years
before Herzl. The vision of a canal — a waterway
that would connect the three water bodies that
would be cheaper than the projected Suez Canal
— was proposed by William Allen in 1855. This
idea was conceived almost synchronously with
the casual discovery that the Dead Sea Rift lies
much lower than the global surface of the seas
[2].
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